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GMA features aviation student Jaylen Bush
JADA HOFFMAN
ASSISTANT NEWS
EDITOR
On Feb. 10 Senior Unmanned Aircraft Systems
major, Jaylen Bush was featured on Good Morning
America’s (GMA) Tuskegee
airmen special. Co-host of
GMA, Robin Roberts, discussed her new tuskegee
airmen documentary featuring her father who was
a former airman. The documentary ‘Tuskegee Airmen
Legacy of Courage’ was
aired that night on the History Channel.
For the special, Bush was
asked two questions: what
does black excellence mean
to you and what do the
Tuskegee Airmen mean to
you? His featured response
was, “Black excellence is a
mindset and the original
Tuskegee airmen had that
mindset.”
Four years ago Bush was
part of a program called
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Jaylen Bush explained what black excellence meant to him on Good Morning America.
Tuskegee Next Cadet which
was created as a legacy for
the Tuskegee airmen for
brown and colored aviators.
“They
[Tuskegee
airmen] weren’t really treated
like American citizens post
WWII and this program was
created as a legacy program
to honor them,” Bush said.

“I was actually the second
class to be part of the program. I received free room
and board and free flight
school for an entire summer
at 16 years old.”
Fast forward to today,
Bush received a call from
someone at the program
asking if he would be inter-

ested in being part of GMA’s
Tuskegee airmen piece; excitedly, he agreed.
“I sat in my basement for
about an hour trying to figure out what black excellence truly meant to me,”
Bush explained. “Tuskegee
airmen were leaders… if
they didn’t take that step to

fly, I would not be as motivated to fly today. The day
my family took me to see
the movie ‘Red Tails’ and
I was able to meet pilots I
knew I wanted to be a black
aviator.”
Red Tails is an American
film from 2012 that explains
how the Tuskegee Airmen
were the first Black military aviators in the U.S. Air
Force.
To this day, there are still
a number of people who do
not know much about these
brave aviators.
“It’s sad you don’t hear
about these unsung heroes,”
Bush said. “I believe the
education system is lacking
with their history textbooks.
For black people, it jumps
from civil rights to now.
They don’t inform people
about the great things our
people did.
It’s up to us to fill in those
gaps or else these missing
gaps will lead to ignorance.”

Gov. Pritzker signs criminal justice reform bill
STEPHANIE
LINGENFELTER
NEWS EDITOR
On Feb. 22, Gov. J.B.
Pritzker signed a criminal
justice reform bill that creates a statewide certification program for police
officers, a new mandate
allowing detainees three
phone calls, an end to
cash bail and more. Pritzker signed the bill stating
it “marks a substantial
step toward dismantling
the systematic racism that
plagues our communities,
our state and our nation
and brings us closer to true
safety, true fairness and
true justice.”
The bill was proposed
by the Illinois Legislative
Black Caucus and passed
the General Assembly in
January. The changes will
not be instant as cash bail
will not end until January
2023 and body cams for
all police officers will be
slowly rolled out through
2025.
This bill will make Illinois the first state to end
cash bail.
“The intention of cash

bail is that they hold the
money until someone appears in court, however,
there is much research that
shows that using monetary bail will not make
someone more likely to
appear in court,” said Dr.
Vesna Markovic, chair of
the justice, law and public
safety studies department.
“Cash bail disproportionately punishes the poor in
numerous ways, as well as
disproportionately affecting minorities. If someone
has to stay in jail until their
trial, they may lose a job.
They may also be more
likely to accept a plea bargain even if they are not
guilty. Thus, removing
cash bail will not increase
the number of people not
appearing in court, and
will stop negatively impacting the poor.”
Police body cameras are
small cameras clipped onto
their uniforms or worn as a
headset that would ensure
any interaction with police
starting in 2025 would be
on video. Any video not
used in court as evidence
would be kept for 60 to 90
days.

A 2012 study in Rialto,
California found officers
used force half as often
when wearing a camera
and complaints against officers dropped by at least
90% from the year prior.
Since 2012, there has been
an ever-increasing push
for department-wide body
cameras.
The greatest push has
come since August 2014
when Ferguson, Missouri
police officer Darren Wilson shot unarmed teenager Michael Brown at least
six times. The officer and
witnesses’ reports contradicted each other, and the
court decided there was not
enough evidence to charge
the officer. This event followed by many other controversial deaths at the
hands of police garnered
public attention, pushing
many activist groups like
Black Lives Matter and
the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People to call for
better police accountability, starting with the use of
body cameras.
The efficacy of body
cameras is not known yet

DEREK SWANSON / MANAGING EDITOR

The criminal justice reform bill calls for better police accountability and will make Illinois the first state to end cash bail.
as research is still ongoing but, according to Markovic, “The body worn
cameras are believed to increase transparency, civility, provide corroborating
evidence, help in training
and lead to quicker resolutions in cases.”
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The bill also includes a
ban on police chokeholds,
new guidelines for decertification of officers, a
ban on purchasing military equipment for police
use, increased protection
for whistleblowers and an
end to suspending licenses
for failure to pay. This bill
comes after a summer of riots and protests surrounding multiple Black citizen’s
deaths at the hands of the
police.
The goal of the bill is to
address the injustice that

plagues people of color as
it “increases accountability
and transparency in law
enforcement, modernizes
our bail and sentencing
systems, and provides for
greater protections and
more humane treatment
of those who have been
arrested and accused of
crime,” said Democratic
state Sen. Elgie R. Sims Jr.,
who sponsored the bill.
However, not all legislators see it that way as many
Republican legislators are
calling the bill anti-police,
stating it, “is willfully undermining public safety…
endangering citizens, emboldening criminals, and
making Illinois less safe
for families,” said Illinois

2

Republican Chairman Don
Tracy in an interview with
WMAQ-NBC Chicago.
Despite
the
opposition, Pritzker still stands
by the bill that has been
many years in the making, believing it will actually increase public safety
while increasing the rights
of those incarcerated and
anyone else who may encounter the police. It is a
transformative change to
Illinois’ criminal justice
system, but Pritzker, activist groups and many other
state legislators believe
it’s necessary to combat
the systematic racism that
plagues the criminal justice system.

Teachers associations ignite campaign to
hold colleges accountable
EMILY KRIVOGRAD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The American Federation of Teachers and the
American
Association
of
University
Professors recently launched
a campaign to penalize
universities when they
unnecessarily lay off employees and if a certain
number of graduates do
not land a job in their field
with a liveable salary. The
American Federation of
Teachers has a connection
and possible influence
with First Lady Jill Biden

regarding how the federal
government perceives the
campaign.
In an effort to reduce unnecessary spending at universities, the associations
want to urge colleges to
dig more deeply into their
budgets when they risk
having to lay their employees off. Additionally,
both unions desire that
colleges and universities
that see a large number of
graduates unable to land
jobs that provide for at
least a minimal standard
of living to face sanctions.
Both of the organizations

emphasize that the federal government put their
ideas into action.
Under
these
stricter
laws, universities that
receive federal funding
could have some of their
funds cut and may not
receive as much aid if another wave of COVID-19
arises. According to USA
Spending, the federal government invested $149
billion in colleges in just
2018 alone.
Not only does Biden,
who teaches at a community college and belongs
to the National Education

Association, have some
influence over the campaign, but Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren and
Congresswoman Ayanna
Pressley endorsed the
idea of holding higher education institutions more
accountable when they receive federal dollars.
While the campaign
continues, there still has
yet to be a formal proposal from Congress.
“Speculating about an
‘accountability
agenda’
under the Biden administration is really shooting
in the dark; they have not

announced any specific
higher education proposals yet nor do they have
any Senate-confirmed appointees in place,” said
Terry Hartle, senior vice
president
for
government relations and public
affairs at the American
Council on Education in
an interview with Inside
Higher Ed.
While the Biden Administration has yet to fully
back
the
association’s
campaign, it has made
proposals in the past to
increase higher education
spending.

Pearson attempts to tackle racism in textbooks
EMILY KRIVOGRAD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Publishing
company
Pearson published updated editorial guidelines addressing race, ethnicity, equity and inclusion on Feb.
26. This current version of
the document makes Pearson one of the first major
textbook publishing companies to make guidelines
addressing racial issues
publicly available.
“Individuals from some
minority ethnic groups

continue to experience
institutionalized and disproportionate short and
long-term
disadvantage
regarding human, civil
and political rights, including inequalities in access to and participation
and achievement in education, work and socioeconomic outcomes,” the updated Pearson guidelines
read. “It is important that
Pearson, as a global leader in education, actively
works to change this, to
empower all individuals to

achieve their potential and
enrich our communities
and societies. By ensuring
our products and services
are consciously antiracist,
accurate and authentic in
representing the diverse
communities we serve, we
will play a role in driving
positive change”
Though the updated
guidelines are intended for
use by London-based authors, reviewers and editors, Pearson employees in
both Great Britain and the
U.S. began working on the

document last year.
The updated guidelines
address the underrepresentation of people of color in the text, images and
references,
descriptions
or imagery of people of
color that may perpetuate
stereotypes and the lack
of inclusion concerning
achievements by people
of color. Action to update
textbooks under the new
guidelines began quickly,
with over 100 titles completed just one day after
the publication of the doc-

ument.
These updated guidelines follow Pearson’s 2017
global editor policy, which
covered the importance of
diversity, equity and inclusion in broad terms. An
updated global policy addressing not only issues
on race and ethnicity, but
gender, sexual orientation,
social class, religion and
disability as well, is scheduled to be published later
this year.
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Staff Editorial: Make the most of your shortened spring break
Spring break is going to
have to look a little different
this year.
From March 11-15, there
will be no class, no academic
responsibilities and a welldeserved mental break from
the semester. Though the time
off is shorter than years prior,
there are still plenty of ways
to enjoy your break while still
remaining COVID-conscious.
For families that are used
to a trip abroad to mark the
change in seasons, the ongoing pandemic has sadly halted
many of those plans. However, for those who don’t mind a
road trip instead of an international flight, the possibilities
for domestic travel are plentiful.
We promise, with enough
planning, spring break 2021
can still be one for the books,
and no, we don’t mean textbooks. Leave those at home
for a few days.
Plan a trip to the city
Even if you live in or immediately around Chicago,
we can guarantee that you
haven’t uncovered all of the
second city’s secrets. Consider
booking a hotel room or an
Airbnb with some friends or
family and make it a mission
to stop at as many cool spots

as possible.
With the lakefront, indoor
dining, many museums and
other attractions open, there
is more than enough to do
in Chicago to fill a four-day
timespan. Just make sure to
mask up and keep your distance if you take public transport or when visiting open
tourist attractions.
Take a mini road trip to
Starved Rock
The breathtaking views
available at Illinois’ most treasured natural landmark are
really worth a trip at any time
of year, but with temperatures
rising and snow melting, this
may be the best time to take
in some fresh air. There is nowhere quite like Starved Rock
to clear a college student’s
anxious mind, especially with
seasonal waterfalls beginning
to flow in the spring. The 13
miles of trails and river are
open for hiking, swimming,
boating or plain relaxing, making it pretty hard to be bored
in the great outdoors.
Travel between states, if
you dare
To date, there are 18 states
for which quarantine or prearrival tests are not required
upon returning to the city of
Chicago. That means for all

the rest, travelers are advised
to quarantine for 10 days or
submit a negative COVID test.
Though this advisory is only
active in Chicago, it is still a
good rule of thumb for the rest
of the state to follow.
If you do travel between
states, keep practicing the
usual
COVID
mitigation
techniques which includes
wearing a mask and socially
distancing. Even if you are visiting a state that does not have
a mask mandate in place, it is
still a good idea to pack one
and wear it when you go out.
Travelers should research
the COVID status of their destination and plan accordingly,
but there are still ways to visit
other states without putting
yourself at a substantial risk.
Regardless of the destination, this year’s spring break
still has all the potential to be
an excellent time. If the pandemic has taught us anything,
it should be to savor the small
moments in life, and what better time could there be than
during a shortened break?
One word of advice though:
don’t let your mental vacation
continue too far past March
15. There are still midterms
looming over us, after all.

Don’t bet on student loan forgiveness
President Biden has made
many promises in his first
month in the oval office; he
has delivered on many, fallen
short on some or just plain
forgotten others. One of the
most urgent promises has
been to bring additional stimulus check relief to millions of
Americans, which is rightly on
its way as the bill has passed in
the House and has wide support in the Senate.
The bill includes many additional benefits, including
unemployment
extensions,
a $7 billion extension to the
Paycheck Protection Program
that allows forgivable loans
to small business owners and
many others. Noticeably absent from the bill however was
any mention of student loan
forgiveness.
Biden has floated the idea of
forgiving student loans since
his days on the campaign trail,
as the idea has become popular with the more progressive
wing of the Democratic party.
He has voiced his support of a
$10,000 student loan forgiveness plan, but he claims that
further legislation would be
needed, as he has questioned
the legality of forgiving student loans with an executive
order.
While it sounds encouraging to any college student with
loan debt that some of that
burden may soon be forgiven,
there are many reasons to be

increasingly skeptical of the
president’s promises. For one,
Biden has walked back from
the earlier $50,000 proposal
highlighted by progressives
like Elizabeth Warren and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
The fact is that such a decision from the Senate will take
time, and that is time that
many students, graduated or
otherwise, cannot waste sitting around and planning on
loan cancellation. While Biden
has extended the pause on
federal student loan payments
until Sept. 30, there is no guarantee that the pause will continue afterwards.
Once the pause does end,
and it inevitably will, it’s going to be time to pay those
loans, forgiveness plan or not.
The average American college student graduates with
$29,800 in student debt, according to Student Loan Hero.
That means that even with a
forgiveness plan, the average
student is left owing just under $20,000. The math is simple, but the concept is tough
to grasp, and rightfully so;
student loans can quickly get
overwhelming.
Anyone who has followed
politics for at least one presidential term can tell you that it
is foolish to take politicians at
their word. That isn’t a knock
against any specific politician,
but until those promises materialize, they may as well not

exist.
What I am calling for here
is not to completely distrust
politicians, but rather, to emphasize good judgement in financial decisions. In the event
that student loan forgiveness
is passed, it would remove a
tremendous burden from millions of college students and
graduates, myself included.
However, student loan borrowers must act under the
assumption that they will be
paying their loans in full.
Here’s a scenario: say every
person paying off loans plans
on setting aside a certain dollar amount every month. In
the event that loans are forgiven, that means that borrowers will be sitting on a nice
pile of cash in their savings because they planned ahead. In
the event that the forgiveness
plan becomes the stuff of legend, people who trusted it will
have a lot of financial catching
up to do.
To ensure that you don’t
end up in a rut due to getting
behind on student loan payments, do not take that promise as a guarantee. Act under
the assumption that nothing
will change, in case it doesn’t.
And if the promise does materialize, that will be the day to
celebrate such an accomplishment.

Are guest speakers in classes
really necessary?
Emily Krivograd
Editor-in-Chief

As an upperclassman, having a guest speaker from an
individual in your area of
study come in and give their
perspective can be a real treat.
A couple of weeks ago, one
of my core classes featured
a guest speaker that every
student in the class loved.
Throughout the class students
actively asked the speaker
questions and she even provided us with information
about internship opportunities where she works.
Needless to say, the other
students in my class remembered her as a standout speaker the next class, taking the
advice she gave us into consideration as we continued working on our projects. While I
was ecstatic that we had such
a great guest speaker, the experience led to question why,
out of all of the guest speakers that have visited my college classes, this was the only
person that seemed to actually
add some value to the class?
Don’t get me wrong, I can
see the argument behind why
having guest speakers come
to a class can benefit students.
Not only will those enrolled in
the course hear how someone
successful actually got their
start and answer their questions, but it provides a view
of the field from someone besides the professor. Additionally, the potential benefits of
a guest speaker have not decreased due to the pandemic;
in-person or virtual, they can
still tell their stories and give
advice.
However, in my experience, only a small portion of
the guest speakers I’ve had in
class seem like they actually
want to be there.
I understand that presenting
in front of a class, or to a bunch
of sometimes frozen faces on a
Zoom can seem daunting. It
can be frustrating when students don’t have questions to
ask and technological issues
are never fun for anyone trying to share their thoughts.
Still, if a guest speaker can’t
roll with the punches, it’s the
very fact that they appeared
stressed or even angry that the
students will remember.

Even worse, a bad guest
speaker can send the wrong
message to students. A guest
speaker who gets mad at students if they don’t have questions or runs out of speaking
points within 30 minutes
shows that they don’t think
being flexible and planning
ahead is important.
Before the fantastic guest
speaker a couple of weeks
ago, I questioned whether
having someone else come
in was really worth it. However, this guest speaker actually set herself apart because,
from the moment she entered
the Zoom room, she made it
clear she wanted to help us.
She asked us specifically
about our projects and if no
one had a question for her on
a certain topic, she thought of
something else to say.
Of course, students need
to be open to listening to a
guest speaker as well; anyone could seem boring or invaluable if you aren’t paying
attention. If a guest speaker
works in a field you want to
talk about, ask about internships. If the guest speaker
worked at a cool place or
even met a celebrity, ask
about that experience.
Students who loved a
guest speaker can even take
it a step further and connect
with them in the land of awkward headshots and great
opportunities,
LinkedIn.
Send the speaker a message
thanking them for speaking
and saying what was interesting to you. They aren’t going to remember who you are
if you’re shy.
Essentially, guest speakers,
especially in college classrooms where there are students eligible for internships,
have a place. The motivation
to actually make the class
time worth it just has to be
there, on the speaker’s end
and from the students.
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‘The Equalizer’ a refreshing remake
LAUREN HARRIS
Tempo Editor
On Feb. 7, CBS aired what
is a reimagining of the highly
esteemed 1980s series “The
Equalizer.” The show stars
Queen Latifah as Robyn McCall, a former CIA agent who
decided to leave her dark past
behind and return to a normal
and mundane lifestyle.
This doesn’t last too long
as the urge to fight crime and
help those in need calls to her.
She’s a mysterious figure,
but she uses her vast skills for
good.
The new remake has much
to live up to and is very similar to the show and movie that
came before it, but with closer
look there are a few differences as well.
Latifah’s return to television
is long overdue and the directors make a great decision in
casting her as the leading lady.
She brings a different element to the role that historically has been played by men
and makes it her own.
Her presence as an African
American woman comes at
a much-needed time and encourages conversations differ-

IMDb/CBS
Queen Latifah Stars as Robyn McCall in CBS new concept, ‘The
Equalizer’
ent than any ever before.
The premise of the series is
widely the same, but this time
there is added warmth to it,
which is a testament to Latifah’s likeability.
In the opening episode,
viewers are met with a young
girl who has been framed for
murder and is currently on the
run.
Her case intrigues McCall
and we quickly see how the
ex-CIA agent performs on the
battlefield.
Armed and trained, she is

many remakes out at the moment and setting themselves
apart may be a challenge further down along the road.
The best part about the
show being rebooted is Latifah’s performance.
She is truly a jack of all
trades and can perform a wide
range of roles.
But something that’s not
so great is that the show was
picked up by CBS.
Although CBS is the original
network for “The Equalizer,”
producing a crime show on
domestic television will be difficult to complete.

dangerous and does everything that she says she will.
It was quite exciting to see
at first, but what happened in
the episode was common and
conventional.
Many crime shows before
have utilized the trope of saving the young, helpless and
weak girl.
But I have hope that as the
season goes on writers will expand on the story and viewers
will get to see more interesting
and creative plot points.
This show is one of the

Unlike the movie that got
branded with an R rating, the
show has been given a rating of TV-14 and will have to
adjust their show for a more
tame and limited audience.
“The Equalizer” isn’t anything to write home about so
far, but it certainly has the potential to be a long-running,
successful TV series.
The decision to air the show
right after the Super Bowl paid
off, but it will be interesting to
see whether or not the show
can sustain itself.

IMDb/CBS

‘Bridgerton’: A period drama through a modern lens
KENDALL ZAVADOVICS
Reporter
Netflix has graced viewers
with one of its newest originals, “Bridgerton.” Season
one is based on the first book
in the Julia Quinn series, “The
Duke and I.” Set in London’s
Regency Era, it follows the
daughters of wealthy and elite
families trying to entice potential suitors.
In particular, this season
follows Daphne Bridgerton
(Phoebe Dynevor), the eldest
Bridgerton daughter. The
Queen deems her the Diamond of the First Water, which
means she’s the most desirable
young lady for the social season. She meets Simon Bassett
(Regé-Jean Page), the Duke
of Hastings, at her first ball.
The pair agrees to pretend
to be madly in love with one
another so Daphne would attract better suitors and Simon
would ward off women, as he
doesn’t wish to marry.
When Simon kisses Daphne
before she is married, the two
are forced into matrimony.
Throughout their journey,
they are faced with many personal obstacles as well as relationship bumps. However,
they are able to put aside their
differences and live happily

Daphne and Simon sharing a dance together.
ever after.
Even though Bridgerton
is set in the 1800s, the series
has many distinctive touches
throughout its eight episodes.
Something important to immediately notice is the diversity of the cast and characters.
It’s nice to see Page, who is
Zimbabwean, and Golda Ro-

sheuvel, who is Guyanese, in
power positions. They portray
the Duke of Hastings and the
Queen, respectively.
In period dramas, viewers
are accustomed to seeing characters of Anglo-European descent in elite positions. However, in 2021, this social norm
is challenged daily, so it is im-

Liam Daniel/Netflix
portant to see this carried into
a show such as “Bridgerton.”
Another modern touch is
a view of the 1800s from the
feminist perspective. Until
the 1900s, women in London
had very few rights and many
shows and movies portraying
this era come from a masculine perspective. However,

this construct is challenged by
Eloise Bridgerton (Claudia Jessie). Eloise challenges the idea
of being married off as young
ladies. Even though women
were viewed as property during this time, Eloise expresses
her own aspirations and goals
and feels she doesn’t need
a man by her side to achieve
them.
A final modern flair is
through the show’s music.
Classical music does play a
large role in the series, though
there are a few recognizable
pop tunes. Ariana Grande’s
“Thank U, Next” is played
when Daphne attends her first
ball and Shawn Mendes’s “In
My Blood” is performed when
Daphne and Simon hold their
first dance. Both songs are
played by a string quartet, tying both the new with the old.
Within a short eight episode
season, “Bridgerton” brings a
scandalous social season with
many likeable characters and
modern themes. Season two of
the series has been confirmed
and is set to start filming in
the spring of this year. Viewers can likely expect the next
season to hit the streaming
service next winter.
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Virtual event educates attendees about COVID vaccine
Katelyn Leano

Campus Life Editor
On Feb. 24, a Zoom presentation sponsored by the College of Nursing and Health
Sciences helped dismiss many
of the myths that surround the
vaccine.
Dr. Lorna Dudzik, assistant
professor from the College of
Nursing and Health Sciences,
was the main speaker of the
event. She presented a PowerPoint presentation of the top
nine misconceptions of the
vaccine.
Dudzik is questioned every single day by her family,
friends and neighbors about
the safety of the vaccine.
“They are also very fearful of the vaccine because of
myths that are out there, especially on social media, so I
offered to do a 45-minute presentation and picked the top
nine myths that I hear about
the most, that seem the most
prevalent, and so I kind of
centered my whole presentation around those top nine
myths and kind of broke them
down,” said Dudzik.
Students who attended the
event benefited from it by becoming more informed and
educated about the vaccine
while also having less fear
about the possibility of receiving it.

Catalent/CNN
As vaccinations roll out, a panel was hosted to dispelt the myths sourronding the vaccine.
“I think my hope is that if
they’re nervous or apprehensive about getting the vaccine,
that by dispelling these myths,
which are fear mongering and
prevalent in social media, that
hopefully, they’ll feel more educated, more informed, more
comfortable with getting the
vaccine and wanting it,” said
Dudzik.
Dudzik gave her explanation to dispel some of the
myths. While some may think,
“I’m young, healthy, not afraid
of COVID and I don’t need the

vaccine,” Dudzik said being
protected from getting sick
is important. Though many
people who contract COVID
can carry mild symptoms, others may start to develop something severe, have long-term
health effects or even die.
Another myth Dudzik tackled was, “The COVID-19 vaccine will make me sick with
COVID-19.”
Dudzik clarified that none
of the authorized and recommended COVID vaccines or
the vaccines currently in de-

velopment in the U.S. contain
the live virus. This means
that a COVID-19 vaccine for
this disease cannot actually
transfer the disease. Some recipients have reported feeling
mild symptoms after receiving
the vaccine, however, these
side effects are the result of the
body’s immune response taking effect, as opposed to being
infected.
Dudzik addressed fears that
the COVID-19 vaccine will
alter recipients’ DNA. COVID-19 mRNA vaccines do not

change or interact with our
DNA in any way. She goes on
by saying that at the end of
the process, our bodies have
learned how to protect against
future infection. That immune
response and making antibodies is what protects us from
getting infected if the real virus enters our bodies.
The main purpose of the
presentation was to not coerce anyone into getting vaccinated, but rather to empower
people with credible, reliable
facts as it is a personal choice
whether or not they want to
get vaccinated. A big part of
her presentation was making
sure that people know what to
read, what to believe and making sure to only read reliable
and credible sources.
Overall, Dudzik thought
that the question and answer
portion of the event went well,
regardless of being worried
about people who are against
the vaccine, being in attendance, as well as the virtual
presentation itself going well
too.
“I got really good feedback from the chats that came
through Zoom [from attendees], and I think that it was
well received, based on the
feedback I got,” said Dudzik.

Perspectives: Faculty discussion
addresses political controversies
Katelyn Leano

Campus Life Editor
On Feb. 23, Provost Christopher Sindt held a virtual
group discussion for faculty
members about various political topics. These topics include
the evolution of political ideologies and the relationship
between scientific knowledge
and the government.
The three other panelists
included Dr. Laurette Liesen,
Dr. Joseph Kozminski and Dr.
Mark Schultz.
This virtual group discussion is part of a series of events
that the Office of the Provost
organizes to feature faculty
and provide insight on politics
in our community. It is also a
way to acknowledge that re-

search conducted by faculty
members can help them think
about some of the bigger challenges the country and society
faces.
“This semester, we decided
to have two events, this first
one, and then another one in
April that are focused on relationships to kind of allow us
to think about the outcome of
the election and the events of
Jan. 6 through two questions:
What is democracy and what
is a citizen,” said Sindt. “The
first one focused on democracy and asked a really broad
question to faculty, from three
different backgrounds and
disciplines, and just asked
them to give some reflection
about it.”
The first speaker was Schultz, who is a historian. For his
brief presentation, he spoke

about the ways in which over
the last 200 years, the right to
vote in elections has not always been consistent, in terms
of access. This happens even
after recognizing that different parts of our society, like
African Americans, as well as
women, did not have the right
to vote from the very beginning of the country.
“He pointed out one really memorable thing to me
and it’s that more progress
has been made around equality and that the access to democracy by people, groups of
people who have been historically marginalized by reminding them that the constitution
and the founding documents
of our country should be inclusive and Egalitarian,” said
Sindt.
The second speaker was

Kozminski, who is a physicist.
He discussed the relationship
between scientific knowledge
and the government, as well
as the way that science can
and should influence decisionmaking and how that is not always easy.
The third speaker was
Liesen, from the Political Science department, who talked
about the biological and evolutionary ways that people
develop political ideologies.
Liesen also addressed how
influencing people’s environments can sometimes explain
their opinions on certain issues and the way people feel
about them.
“She gave some examples of
people who tend to be more
conservative in their lives, and
people tend to be more open
in their lives and sort of some-

times lining up with a political
ideology,” said Sindt. “Then,
we talked in the discussion a
little bit about how that connects to political parties, but
doesn’t.”
The purpose of this event
was to inform faculty members about the relevant political issues that we are facing in
this country and also encourage students to be more politically involved.
“I think we very much
wanted our students to be engaged in the political process,”
said Sindt. “We emphasize
that a lot around voting, and
then this probably broadens
the topic to think more deeply
about how to participate in democracy.”
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Softball wins five of six games
at Dome Invitational
DANI NAVARRETE
SPORTS EDITOR
The softball team won five out
of six games played at the Dome
Invitational, which took place
Feb. 18-21 at The Dome at the
Ballpark in Rosemont, Illinois.
On day one, Lewis defeated
Upper Iowa University 8-0 and
Ursuline University 7-3. During
the first game and inning, senior
Jessica Lofthouse scored the first
run on a wild pitch and junior
Kristin Kavaulauskas scored on
an error by the third baseman.
The second, third and fourth
innings included runs from freshman Evie Calderon, and seniors
Cierra Taylor, Katie David and
Amy Bukovsky. In the fifth inning, sophomore Carrie Anderson and freshman Jalyn Powell
scored one more each.
In game two, the Flyers were
struggling until the fourth inning
when they sent 12 batters to the
plate and scored all seven of their
runs on three hits and three errors by Ursuline. The Flyers were
held to five hits in the contest with

Lofthouse, Kavalauskas, Anderson and seniors Elexis Swartzentruber and Olivia Magaldi each
hitting once.
On the second day, the Flyers
fell to Hillsdale 2-1 as the opponent scored both of its runs in the
second inning.
Right-handed pitcher sophomore Anna Gustafson recognized
that the team as a whole took the
loss as a lesson, since they had
three more games left throughout the weekend. “Instead of getting down on ourselves, we used
that game to learn from our mistakes and take that into the next
games,” said Gustafson. On day
three, the Flyers bounced back
and won against Northwood 7-6.
Swartzentruber started the inning with a single and fellow
senior Katie David drove her in
with a double. After an out, freshman Payton Wuske singled to put
runners on the corners and senior
Amy Bukovsky singled in David.
After a ground out advanced the
runners, Taylor singled home
Wuske and Bukovsky. Lofthouse
reached on an error, leading to the

fifth run of the inning by sophomore Maggie Joutras, who was
running for Taylor.
Although Northwood tied the
game during the top of the fourth
inning, the Flyers won the fifth
and sixth innings to outscore the
opponent.
On the last day, the Flyers
closed with a flourish as they
defeated the Oilers from Findlay
University 7-5 and the Ashland
Eagles 3-2.
Game one was led offensively
by Sara Serena with two hits, followed by Lofthouse, Kavalauskas, Swartzentruber, David, Anderson and sophomore Meghan
Bontrager with one hit each.
Notably, game one witnessed a
couple of “firsts.” Senior Braylyn
Burdick earned her first win of
the season when she went uncontested the first four innings and
pitched to four batters in the fifth,
allowing four runs on eight hits.
Gustafson picked up her first save
as she went the final three innings
allowing a run on six with a walk
and two strikeouts.
During the second game, the
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The team currently has a season 7-3 record. Pictured Sophomore Anna Gustafson.
Flyers outhit the Eagles 9-5 with
Lofthouse and freshman Gabi
Nilles recording two hits apiece.
Serena allowed two runs on five
hits with seven walks and five
strikeouts.
Since last year, most of the softball season got canceled due to
COVID. Gustafson shared she
was grateful that the team was
able to play tough competition
throughout the invitational. “I ex-

pected the intensity of each team
and for them to bring their AGame as the softball community
has been itching to play,” said
Gustafson. The team is looking
forward to winning the conference tournament and making it to
regionals.
Next up, the Flyers will hit the
road to take on the University of
Missouri-St. Louis in St. Louis,
Missouri on March 12.

Women’s lacrosse falls in season opener
KENDALL ZAVADOVICS
REPORTER
On Feb. 21, the women’s lacrosse team held their season
opener against Concordia-St.
Paul at home in the Flyer Stadium. Nearly a year after their
last game, the Flyers fell 13-3
to the Golden Bears.
The game remained tied during the first six minutes of play.
The Bears scored six goals during the first half while the Flyers remained scoreless. Shortly
into the second half, freshman
Paige Zahler scored her first
collegiate goal. She went on
to score two more goals for
the Flyers in the second half,
while Concordia scored another seven.
Although the Flyers did not
win their season opener, they
put in a lot of work during
the off-season, as the gap of 11
months between games provided a lot of practice time. Patricia Fotto, a junior defender,
says the time off was not wasted. “During the fall, we tried
to practice as much as possible,” said Fotto. “Our coach
came up with more drills to

Goalie Faith Engle defending against Attacker Claire Knight
allow us to be more successful.
He’s gone back to the drawing board to make our drills
newer and better to prepare
ourselves for the season.”
COVID-19 has been a prominent factor for all athletics dur-

ing the past year, but the women’s lacrosse team has not let
it stop them. “It’s hard to get
every school to play. Different
schools have different restrictions, so overall, we have less
games,” said Fotto. “However,
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we were able to recruit more
players during the off-season
which was nice. As a team,
we’ve been able to grow closer
together and improve mentally and physically.”
Despite falling 13-3 to the

Golden Bears, Fotto remained
optimistic for the season. “We
came out with a positive mindset and ready to play. It was especially exciting for our freshmen, many of which didn’t get
to have a senior season,” said
Fotto. “For our first game, I
think we did well. We saw big
improvement and growth. We
can look back at this first game
and ask ourselves ‘What can
we do better to fix this?’”
As for the rest of the season,
Fotto and teammates have the
conference championship in
their sights. “Every athletic
team wants to do well and
win as many games as we can.
Going to [the GLVC] conference would be a big accomplishment.” Even though she
focused on winning games,
she also emphasized the team
aspect. “I think continuing to
work together as a team and
remembering that we are a
collective unit is important. If
we want to get somewhere, we
have to do it as a group.”
The team will be traveling to
Cleveland, Tennessee, to play
Alabama-Huntsville on March
13.

